Outward Discipline&
SIMPLICITY

“When we are truly in this interior simplicity, our whole appearance is gif‘ts separate from
frank, more natural. This true simplicity makes us conscious of a certain Thee and Th)/ love,

openness, gentleness, innocence, gaiety, and serenity, which is charming which | seek for:

when we see it with pure eyes. Oh, how amiable this simplicity is! Who

will give it to me? | leave all for this. It is the Pearl of the Gospel.”

17th c. archbishop (France)

Jesus said, ‘Again, the kingclom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine Pearls; on ﬁnding

one Pearl of great valuc-‘:) he went and sold all that he had and bought it.” (Matthew 13:45-46)
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What is SIMPLICITY?

. FREEDOM

o DUPLICITY
| eads to bonclage, fear, anxiety

Freedom that leads tojog and balance




What is SIMPLICITY?
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Of essentials v non-essentials

“Simple can be harder than
complex: You have to work b il
hard to get your thinking fe |
clean to make it simple. W \h} - e
But it’s worth it in the end e \v
because once you get there, i SR
you can move mountains.”
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Steve Jobs

@PHHSI

Trulg | tell you, hcgou say to this mountain, “Be taken up and thrown into the sea”, and hcgou do
not doubt in your ]ﬁeart) but believe that what you say will come to pass, it will be done for you.

(Mark 11:23)




AT S e o

-

R S NN

et 20

PGPl oy P b casshi BN

N i e

-~ A,

QO S0 ‘a‘:"f
Y P /

What is SIMPLICITY?
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Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication.

—— Leonardo da Vinci

Albert Einstein’s five ascending level of Intellect

Simple
Genius
Brilliant
Intelligent
smart

If you can’t explain it simply, you
don’t understand it well enough.

- Albert Emstein




The Bible and SIMPLICITY

out

“See, this alone | found, that God made human beings siml:)|e, |

theg have devised many schemes.” (Ecclesiastes 7:29)

We cannot solve
our problems with
the same thinking
we usSed when we
created them.
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The Bible and SIMPLICITY

SIMPLICITY

MATERIALISM ASCELIC SN




The Bible and SIMPLICITY

The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine; with me you are but aliens
and tenants. (Lev. 25:23) '

If riches increase, do not set your heart on them. (Ps. 62:10

Those who trust in their riches will wither, but the righteous will flourish like green leaves. (Prof. 11:28)

No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other) or be

devoted to the one and clespise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth’ (Luke 16:1%)

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where
thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your

heart will be also. (Matt 6:19-21)




The Bible and SIMPLICITY

..In the letters

Paul: “Those who desire to be rich fall into teml:)tation, into a snare, into many senseless

and hurtful, desires that Plunge men into ruin and destruction.” (1 Timo’chg 6:9)

James “Those conflicts and cllsputes among you, where do theg come from? Do theg not collic

From your cravings that are at war within you? You want sometlﬁmg and do not have it; so you commit
| murcler And you covet somethmg and cannot obtain it; so you engage in cllsPutes and conflicts. You

clo not have because you do not ask.” ( James 4:1-2)




The Bible and SIMPLICITY

The sPiri’tual disc:ipline of simPlicity Provicles needed Perspecti\/e N a soc:ietg focused on acquisition
of things to fill hunger. Simple Provision IS goocl enough Simplicitg sets us free to receive
e\/erything as God’s ghct that is not ours to keep or OWn, but to en*og and ?reelg share with others.

Once we rccognize that the Bible denounces the materialist and the aesthetic with cqual v:gor, we

are free to be with God entirelg. — Richard Foster

Pursuing God:
Simplicity is the Path
Holiness is the Destination
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SIMPLICITY- A Place to Stand
The Inward Fruits

The K.1.5.5. RULE 77
The majoritg of Christians have never seriouslg wrestled with the Problem of simPIiCith

convenientlg, ignoring Jesus as many words on the subject. The reason is simple: this cliscipline

clirectlg chal enges are vested interests in an atluent |i¥estg|e. — Richard Foster

Strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given
to you as well. (Matt 6:33)
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SIMELIC Y
The Inward Fruits

“When the kingclom of God is genuinelg Placecl ﬁrst eco!ogical concerns, the poor, the equitable
clxstrlbutlon of wealth and o’thcr thmgs w:” be glven thelr proper attention. As Jesus made clear N

our centra passage, freedom from anxxetg is one of the inward evidences of seekmgﬁrst the

kingclom of God. The inward realitg of simplicity involves a lite onogFul unconcern for Possessions.
Neither the greeclg nor the miserlg <now this l’berty It has nothing to do with abundance of

Possessmms il thelr |ac|< It 1s an mwarcl splrlt OF trust. The sheer Fact that a person 1S llvmg WItlﬁout

e thmgs Is NO guarantee that he or she is Ilvmg In SIH‘IPIICI’CH — Richard Foster
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SIMPLICEE Y
3 Inner Attitudes

[. Receive what we have as a ghct from God.

2 On|9 God is able to Protect what we steward.

5. Have our goocls available to others.

Consider how this could impact stewardship campaigns!
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| (Matt 6:33)
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2 Reject angthing that Procluces addiction.
5 Periodica”g GIV
4. Refuse to be Propagancla ]:)9 the custodians of modern gaclgetrg.
23
6. Appreciate creation/nature.

7. Avoid bug now/ pay later Plans.

8. Keep sl:)eech Plain and honest.

9. Reject angthing that breeds the oPPression of others.

' 10. Shun anything that distracts you from your primary pursuit of the kinedom.
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- tlﬁings away.
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59 For useFulness ratl’wer tlﬁan to impress.

f:rjog tlﬁings without ?eeling the need to own them.

P

It is Thou, and not | hyi

gifts separate from

Thee and Thy love,

which | seek for:
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The Outward ExpressionS: 10 Principles to trg

We cannot Solve
our problems with

the same thinking
we used when we
created them.

ALBERT EINSTEIN
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